
Manx BirdLife Christmas Bird Race 2011 Update 

The ‘ones that got away’ include nine species that had been recorded on the Isle of Man in 

December 2011 before the Bird Race, but weren’t seen during it: Barnacle Goose, Pintail, 

Black-throated Diver, Manx Shearwater, Water Rail, Kingfisher, Brambling, Common Crossbill 

and Snow Bunting. This list also includes 8 species that breed on the island and were likely to 

have been present somewhere on the Island but weren’t seen during the Bird Race: Red 

Grouse, Grey Partridge, Woodcock, Stock Dove, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl, Skylark 

and Chiffchaff. 

103 species is a good result. If the ‘ones that got away’ are taken into consideration, along 

with various other possible species such as Knot and Waxwing, it suggests that it may be 

possible in a good year to get over 110 species - possibly closer to 120. But for that to 

happen a certain amount of luck is needed (good weather and co-operative birds!) as well as 

a considerable amount of hard work by birdwatchers. 

 


