Manx BirdLife Christmas Bird Race 2013 Update

The ‘ones that got away’ included ten species that had been recorded on the Isle of Man in
December 2013 before the Bird Race, but weren’t seen during it: Pink-footed Goose, Red-
necked Grebe, Long-tailed Duck, Water Rail, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Stock Dove, Kingfisher,
Swallow, Lesser Redpoll, Snow Bunting; a Ross’s x Barnacle Goose hybrid was also recorded.
There were also eight species that breed on the Island and were likely to have been present
somewhere on the Island but weren’t seen during the Bird Race: Red Grouse, Grey
Partridge, Woodcock, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Chiffchaff and Tree Sparrow.

The weather during 2013’s Christmas Bird Race did not help at all. On Boxing Day
Ronaldsway Met Office recorded gale force winds, increasing to Severe Gale Force 9 on 27th.
The maximum wind recorded on each of the other dates was Force 6. On both 30th and 31st
there was significant rainfall during daylight hours — enough to dampen birds as well as
birdwatchers!



